SOUTH SEA CRUISES-i889-91

Of the stories that were then current Stevenson col-
lected a number, and had he been a realist, his readers
might have been depressed through many volumes by
the gloom and squalor of these tragedies; as it was, he
utilised only a little of what he had actually seen as
material for the darker shadows in the romantic and
spirited Beach of Falesd.

After returning to Butaritari, the Equator, with
Stevenson and his party on board, left for Samoa. The
trip was tedious but for the excitement of running by
night between the three different positions assigned by
the charts to a reef which possibly had no real exis-
tence. There were the usual squalls, in one of which,
during the night, the safety of the ship depended
entirely on the cutting of a rope. The foretopmast
snapped across and the foresail downhaul fouled in the
wreckage, but Ah Fu climbed to the top of the galley
with his knife, and the position was saved. Next
morning, however, the signal halyard had disappeared,
nor was its loss accounted for until several weeks after-
wards, when the Chinaman presented his mistress with
a neat coil of the best quality of rope. He had once
heard her admiring it, and took occasion of the squall
and extremity of danger to procure it for her as a
present.

The schooner arrived about the yth of December at
Apia, the capital and port of Upolu, the chief of the
group known collectively as Samoa1 or the Navigator

1 The first two syllables are long: Sa-moa; similarly Vai-lima; but
Fale-sa. The first A in A-pIa is shorter, but the vowel-sounds through-
out are as in Italian. The consonants are as in English, but g=ng.
Thus Pagopago is pronounced Pangopango.

99' Now you go away all the same my
